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Ay Exposition oF Luke XVv1. 
Continued from page 153. 
The Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus. 


«4nd in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, 
and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his 
bosom.” 


If any person should object to the view we have 
taken of the figures used in this parable, and con- 
tend that the hell here spoken of is the place of 
punishment of the departed souls of sinners, in a 
future state of being, and that this punishment 
will be interminable, we answer ;—Paul triumphant- 
ly exclaims, ‘O hell, where is thy victory? See 1 
Cor. xv. 55, where the very same word is trans- 
lated grave, which is here rendered hell! We be- 
lieve the reader must acknowledge, that the grave, 
which is the figure used in the parable, is the best 
that could have been selected to describe the condi- 
tion of the Jews, the rich man, for ‘ the things 
which belong to their peace are hidden from their 
eyes.’ And in this state of blindness, in which 
they are judicially sentenced until the fulness of 
the Gentiles be come in, how appropriate is the 
figure introduced, that the rich man ‘lifted up his 
eyes, being in tgrments, and seeth Abraham afar off, 
and Lazarus in his bosom?’ And how explanatory 
is the declaration of the apostle, see 2 Cor. iii. 14, 
15,16. ‘* But their minds were blinded; fur until 
this day remaineth the same veil untaken away in 
the reading of the Old Testament; which veil is 
done away in Christ. But even unto this day, 
when Moses is read, the veil is upon their hearts. 
Nevertheless, when it shali turo to the Lord, the 
veil shall be taken away.’ Abraham who believed 
Giod, and whose testimony, as well as the testimony 
of all the prophets, being recorded in the Old Tes- 
tament, .dbraham is, therefore, figurative of that 
Testament in which the Jews pretended to trust, 
and to which they looked; but being blinded, ‘ the 
veil is upon their hearts,’ and as described in the 
parable, they ‘see Abraham afar off’—and what 
do they behold? Not the testimony that united in 


its accomplishment, in the person of Christ, the | 


Messiah! But they behold ‘ Lazarus,’ the Gentiles, 
in ‘his bosom;’ reposing in that faith which they 
were strangers to, and comforted with those testt- 


monies, Which they, in consequence of their blind- | 


ness, misapplied and rejected ! 

We cannot refrain from expressing our astonish- 
ment, that any person should read this parable, and 
refer to the numerous testimonies explanatory of 
t, and not behold, and acknowledge, their wonder- 
ful application and harmony, and the union of the 
figure and the thing represented! Compared with 
the great whole, which is connected in this chapter, 
if we coasider the wonderful connexion which 
subsists in all its parts, and the fitness of the figure 
with the thing represented, and the cloud of wit- 
nesses which swarm, as it were, in every part of 
the Divine Testimony, and with united voice, crowd 
the mind with proofs and illustrations, to what 
point, short of annihilation, shall the miserable, dis- 
cordant, and disjointed attempts of pretenders to 
orthodoxy be reduced; who, in their futile and 
abortive attempts at exposition, draw a picture, 
whose shades, coloured with the darkness of their 
minds, and whose lines distorted by the insanity of 
a perverse and distracted imagination, produce a 
monster as frightful as chaos, and as cruel, as the 
mind that gave him birth? 

* And he cried, and said, Father Abraham, have 
mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the 
tip of his finger in water,and cool my tongue ; for I 
am tormented in this flame.’ This verse, were there 
no other circumstance or testimony connected with 
our view of this subject in the whole chapter, would 


be sufficient. 


become history. ‘The Jews look te Abraham, 
instead of Christ; and their present situation, so 
far from admitting of certainty for the future, in 
administering to the uncertainty of the present, by 
the joys which arise from the salvation of God in 


distinction to the fulness there is in Jesus Christ, 
whom they have rejected. ‘There is no other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved, but the name of Jesus.” They who 
have believed have entered into rest. But the Jews 
have no rest in believing, for they have rejected 
the counsel of God against themselves. The Jews, 
therefore, cry to their ‘ Father Abraham for mercy,’ 
instead of God in Christ; and all the consolation 
afforded them by Abraham (the Old Testament,) 
is, that they in their ‘ lifetime’ (during the Mosaic 
dispensation, and Jewish Chureb state,) ‘ received 
good things, and likewise Lazarus [the Gentiles} 
evil things; but now he (the Gentiles] is comforted, 
and thou art tormented.’ It is the ‘flame’ of un- 
certainty which torments them, and which nothing 
can extinguish but the water of the Gospel. See 
James iii. 6. 

‘ And besides all this, between us and you there is 
‘a great gulf fixed; so that they which would pass 
from hence to you cannot ; neither can they pass to 

us that would come from thence.’ 
| This ‘gulf’ is the faith of Abraham, that ‘ in 
Christ all the families of the earth shall be blessed;’ 
| and this faith, like an unfathomable abyss,swallows 





| up the believer, and is to the unbeliever [considered 
; as the medium of peace] impassable ; for‘ no man 
can come to me except the Father draw him,’ are 
the werds of Christ 

* Then he said, I pray thee, therefore, father, that 
thou wouldest send him to my father’s house ; for 1 
have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, 
lest they also come into this place of torment.’ The 
candid reader will find no difficulty here, if he will 
consider, that in this parable the personating of the 
Jews and Gentiles, as the ‘ rich man and Lazarus,’ 
necessarily introduces a species of comparison 
highly allegorical, or figurative. And with a view 
to teach his then present, and future disciples in 
the things belonging to his kingdom, Christ intro- 
duced this personification, and spoke of the future 
(his coming as related in Matt. xxiv. xxv. Luke 
xxi, Xc., and the consequences) as though it were 
then past. Samaria may therefore be considered 
as the ‘ father’s house.” Foran account of the re- 


although in their division ten tribes revolted, which 
were afterwards known as the kingdom of Israel, 
and only two remained faithful to Solomon’s sue- 
cessor, and constituted the kingdom of Judah, stil! 
their division is considered as numerically equal, 
and those ten tribes who dwelt at Samaria, kc., 
answer to the ‘five brethren’ in the parable. Ezek. 
xxxviil. 16,17. ‘ Moreover, thou son of man, take 
thee one stick, and write«upon it, For Judah, and 
for the children of Israei his companions; then 
take another stick, and write upon it, For Joseph, 
the stick of Ephraim, and all the house of Israel his 
companions; and join them one to another into one 
stick; and they shall become one in thine hand. 
See the prophecy of Jacob, Gen. xlix. 5—7. Of 
Simeon and Levi, he says, ‘ I will divide them in 
Jacob, and scatter them in Israel? consequently, 

ve can be considered as one half of the whole, 
until the joining of the sticks, as mentioned by the 
prophet, when Ephraim and Manasseh are included, 
and make the number complete. The request of 
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Christ, may well be compared to a drop, in contra. | 








TO ALL PEOPLE.” 


NO. 48. 








We have seen the absurdity of sup-; the ‘ rich man,’ that * Lazarus might be sent to his 
posing the ‘bosom of Abrahain to be the heaven ot | five brethren,’ is very siguificant end expressive. 
departed souls, and to the unprejudiced mind, this! And we shall see that the goodness of God mani 
verse contains a prophetic reproof, which has now | fested in the casting off of the Jews, whether at 


Jerusalem or Samaria, and concluding them all 
in unbelief, is, under his wise and good Pesala. 
instrumental in the final introduction of all, both 
Jews and Gentiles, to holiness and happiness. 


(To be concluded in No. 50.) 
—<> 


From the Philadelphia Reformer. 


MODERN MISSIONARIES. 
( Continued.) 


In remarking upon one of the missionaries from 
India, who has now been for some time in this 
country, he states : 

* The first piece of policy with him and his Board, 
was to enlist all the Baptist associations in the 
United States, upwards of a hundred, as they since 
boast. Their means for so doing was a circular 
published, a copy of which was sent by the trusty 
hand of the agent himself, or some understrapper 
of his; but much better delivered when executed 
by himself. The purport of this circular letter 
was, among other fine tales, craving a correspon 
dence with all the associations. Surely no object 
ing voice was heard to the correspondence. All 
seemed hearty in exchange of compliments with 
these great people, while the meekness of the lam), 
and the harmlessness of the dove, appeared in 
himself with his bows and scrapes. But it 
was not hard to see, that he was a man of great 
subtlety. With the circular, was sent by the Board 
their first report on missionary matters, a pamphlet 
of near sixty pages, all of which was chiefly dic 
tated by himself. With all the above named lum 
ber, in the year 1815, Mr. made his first ap 
pecans in Kentucky, at Elkhorn association, near 

exington. He got to the place on Saturday even 
ing after meeting had adjourned, and though a 
year before the association had decided that there 
should be no collection made on the Lord’s day, a 
few leading men encouraged Mr. ——, in the prime 
part of the day, to preach a missionary sermon, 
and make a collection. When he rose up, the 
assembly of thousands seemed stricken with bis 
appearance. A tall, pale looking, well dressed 
young map, with all the solemn appearance of one 
who was engaged in the work of the Lord, and 
perhaps he thought he was. He also being a stran- 
ger, every eye and ear was open; his text was ‘ Thy 
kingdom come.’ He spoke some handsome things 








volting of the ten tribes, see 1 Kings xii. The city | abuut the kingdom of Christ; but every stroke he 
of Samaria became the capital of the kingdom of | gave seemed to mean MONEY. 
Israel, and Jerusalem of Judah. These kingdoms, I was more amused with his ingenuity, than edified 


For my own part, 


by his discourse ; and more astonished at his art in 
the close, than at any other time. He had the 
more pathos the nearer he came getting the money, 
and raising his armsas if he had some awfully pleas- 
ing vision, expressed, without a hesitating doubt, 
that the angels were hovering over the assembly, 
and participating in our heavenly exertions, and 
just ready to take their leave, and bear the good 
tidings to heaven of what we were then about, in 
giving our money for the instruction and conversion 
of the poor Heathen; and as if he had power to 
stopGabriel’s flight,in the most pathetic strain eried, 
Stop angels! till you have witnessed the genero- 
sity of this assembly. About this time, perhaps 
twenty men, previously appointed, moved through 
the assembly with their hats, and near $200 were 
collected.—Though | admired the art of this well- 
taught Yankee, yet I considered him a modern 
Tetzel, and that the Pope’s old orator of that name 
was equally innocent with Mr. , and his mo- 
tive about the same. 
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* Meek and lamb-like as Mr. ——— first appeared as if the whole country was almost a blank as to, vour to evece your arguments iv favour of the uw 


at Elkhorn Association, a few years after he made a 
very different appearance at Dover Association, in 
Virginia ; for being expected ata meeting on Sun- 
day, he with others had been elected to preach on 
thatday. He did not arrive until about the time 
worship began. After being invited to the stage, 
he took his seat by Mr. Semple, who privately in- 
formed him of the previous day’s selection of him- 
self to preach. Alter asking if Mr. Semple had 
appointed men to make a collection after he was 
done preaching, and being answered in the negative, 


he positively averred if he did notdo it, he would | 


not preach. Perhaps, says Mr. Semple, you mean 
you will not preach us a Missionary sermon, if | 
do not appoint them. He replied, [ will not preach 
at all, if you do not have the men ready for that 
purpose. Rather than quarrel with that gentleman 
on the stage, Mr. Semple appointed the men, and 
himself one of them, and about ten others of the 
oldest and most respectable ministers (of that 
great body of more than forty churches) bore their 
own hats through the congregation, making the 
collection, to please his lordship. But all this was 
several years after Mr. had been collecting 
hantande upon thousands, and his fame was very 
great. 

* For my own part I have never seen one of those 
missionaries, but which, like Daniel’s little horn, 


religion. But the fact of the case contradicts their , 
reports. From their statements, one would think, | 
there was not surely a preacher in the country that | 
deserved the name, and hardly a church there that 
was in good order; whereas the fact is, there are 
three Baptist associations in the territory, and as_ 
many preachers, perhaps, as there are in Kentucky, | 
according tothe number of the people, and many | 
of them respectable.—But it is probable these men | 
think, that but few deserve the name of preachers, | 
but missionaries. > 
‘There is a great boast of what they have done | 
in St. Louis, in building a spacious meeting-house, | 
the dimensions of which, do not precisely recol- 
lect. [suppose it would hold a thousand people ;| 
‘underneath the whole is a story of stone for the | 
| purpose of storage, and adjoining the building isa | 
house in the form of an L, two stories high, asa 
dwelling house for the missionaries. It is said five 
‘thousand dollars have been appropriated, and the 
| house only covered in. It is thought three or four | 
thousand more will finish it. The means used to | 
procure money, so far as they have gone, would | 
| putany maa to the blush but a missionary; and the | 
| reader will be the more surprised when he is told, 
that the greatest number that attends to hear these 
men preach is about one hundred. This I was an 
}eyewitness to. But it seems the ambition of these | 


versal love of God to man. Some of them, in 
deed, will needs question the posstbility, and ever 
the utility of it, who yet, 1 presume, would pot 
willingly be left out of the bundle of life. God, jy 
his word, is emphatically styled Love ; (thus, Gop 
is Leve) and I cannot, for the life of me, reconcile 
the idea of love with the damnation of the object 
of it. Forexample ; ‘ God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but have everlast- 
ing life.’ The same book solemnly assures us, that 
‘ It is impossible for God to lie;’ how, therefore, | 
ask, dare some of your correspondents assert the 
contrary, and with much seeming gravity assure 
you and your readers, that God is not loving t 
every man; but that he is so whimsically partial to 
some (to wit: the chief of sinners) that it is quite 
impossible for them to miss the strait gate and 
narrow way; while he so inveterately hates the 


rest, that though they may strive with all their 


might to find, and keep in this way, they shall lose 
it, and be finally damned for not doing what God 
determined they should not do ; that is, in plain 
English, for doing his will!!! 

A popular writer* assures us, that ‘ unfeigned 
love to God will infallibly be aceampanied with 
universal love to our fellow-creatures.” That‘ we 
cannot converse with any ma"; We cannot receive 


was more stout than his fellows. Chap. vii. 8, and | men was to vie with the Catholics, who have lately | a kindness from any man: nay, We cannot receive 


20. Whatever their preaching talents may be, they 
seem more stout than other preachers—stour in 


| built a large brick church. 


| * What a mighty noise is made in missionary 


|an injury from any man, tor whom the Redeemer 


has not died! And that ail human considerations 


their own esteem ; and though some of them have | writings, about the sufferings and privations of their, put together cannot so powerfully inspire us with 
very moderate preaching capacities, they seem | missionaries, sent to distant countries! But I con-| an indiT+-rence to the vanities of life, and the al- 


stout—the approbation of the great board has made 
them stout, more stout than their fellows. 
my own opinion is, from my acquaintance with 


sider the chief of it to be pharisaical boast. As to} 


Indeed, | privations in the Missouri, our brethren there ap- | belief in this.’ 


|prehend that they have monopolized the whole | 


lurements of anhallowed pleasures, as a devout 
I will now turn to yourself. 
Aithough, in the main, I cordially like your pro- 


some of those renowned men, that the board itself country, so far as Baptist society goes; and are | ductions, there are some things in whieh I canuot 


is either weak in judgment about gospel ministers. /living in style, in the flourishing towns of St. Louis agree with you. 
or unfaithful in the choice of their men; for it{ and St. Charles, without any very great appearance | to our salvation. 


You deery works, as conditions 
Now I will ingenueusly assure 


seems not so much the question, what is your cha- | of self-denial, or abstemious living, or any other) You, that I depend on the merey of God, throug! 


racter or preaching talents, as who will go for, us— 
answer our purpose to hoodwink the people, and 
get plenty of money ? 

‘The very many modes, and artful measures of 


those great men to get money, are disgustful to | 
They begin with missionary high-minded men, and the aneient missionaries, if! them to your earnest consideration. ‘The kingdom 


common modesty. 
societies ; then they create a great board of diffe- 
rent officers, and then select the most vigorous and 
artful agent they can find, to create more societies 
of different grades, as female societies, cent socie- 


{anxieties or trouble, than are seen in other gay 
| gentlemen, except disappointment in not getting as 
jmuch money as answers their extensive views. 
| Their cravings are great. 

‘How very little likeness there is between these | 


| 


| we take Paul for one of them. From his own ac- 
| count, as also the witness of the Holy Ghost, in| 
| every city he entered, bonds and afflictions atiend- 


edhin, Wherever these men go, if they are not! 


the merits of Christ, for salvation, as entirely as 
you can do; yet I suppose that Almighty grace, 
far from setting aside diligent exertion, is the prin- 
ciple which promotes it. Ihave often been struck 
with the following declarations, and I humbly offer 


Su 


of heaven suffereth violence—* Strive to enter it 
at the strait gate’-—‘Whatsoever thy hand findeth to 
do, do it with thy might—* Work out your own 
salvation’"—* Take up the cross, and follow me’—‘ If 


ties, mite societies, children societies, and even ne- | honoured more than other preachers, they highly | thine eye offend thee, pluck it out’—and a multituce 
, | ! ’ y higaty | t 

gro societies, both free and bond. Every missiona- | resent it.—I could give instances, but I forbear.| of others and similar texts, plainly indicating con- 
ry to a foreign country, is authorized to follow all | Though all the world can see they suffer but little,| ditions in our salvation. To this labour, this wateh- 


these arts, as well as common begging, to get mo- 
ney; so that no set of men ever yet seen on the 
earth, manifest a greater thirst by these various 


modes to get money. How very dillerent are the 


characters of these men from the ancient missiona- | 
ries of the cross of Christ; for they went forth, | 
taking nothing from the Gentiles—and all for the | 
These men grasp all | < 
we apostle | 
John exhorts Gaius to receive such godly minis- | 
By the same | 


name’s sake of Jesus Chirist. 
they can, from saints and sinners. T! 
ters, who preached without pay. 
parity, all preachers who will not preach but for 
money, should be rejected by all the Christian 
world—and held in contempt by all mankind 
Paul coveted no man’s silver or gold, or apparel. 
How unlike these men? whose hands are always 
stretched out for money, and like the horse-leech, 
ever crying, give, give!!! Paul was determined not 
to be chargeable to any; and glories in preaching 
the gospel without charge—Yea, he had rather die, 
than do otherwise.—But it seems as if these men 
would die if they did not get plenty of money. 
What a striking contrast! And what but modern 
missionary brass, could ever induce these men to 
such shameful presumption ? 

* Perhaps I might not use the freedom I[ do, but 
for two tours [ have taken in the Missouri country 
within a year past. The marvellous tales, coming 
from that country, about the mission there, were 
some inducement to my enterprise. To read, or 
hear the reports of —— and .* it would seem 





* Two missionaries of the same society with Mr. 
Ly ' 
Paylor. 


yet what a racket is made among them, about their | 
great privations! 
(To be concluded next week.) 
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To the Editor of the Gospel Herald. 
Sir—Having long been in the habit of attentive- | 
| ly reading the Gospel Herald, and having,aecording | 
to my ability, treasured what I considered to be | 
jtruth, and rejeeted the falsities contained in it, I 
jhave to beg your indulgence while I briefly and! 
{humbly state some of my objections both to your 
correspondents and yourself; and I hope you will 
kindly set me right where I may be wrong. 

I have been taught to consider the Deity as infi- 
nitely happy and glorious, in and of himself, and 
consequently can stand in need of nothing we can 
do to add to his happiness and essential p Rane ne- 
vertheless, owing to his infinite benignity and 
boundless love, we are led to believe that the salva- 
tion of a sinner affords pleasure even to Omnipo- 
tence ; and that it conduces to increase his declara- 
tive glory, and to commend his love to a fallen 
world. If, therefore, the salvation of one indi- 
vidual be pleasant to the Deity, by parity of reason, 
the salvation of thousands must enhance the plea- 
sure, and that of a world must infinitely increase 
it. 

I have been led to this conclusion by the man- 
ner in which some of your correspondents endea- 








fulness, this sedulity of endeavour; in short, on 
these conditions, the crown of life isexpressly pro 
mised; and salvation is not less the free gift « 

God, because he has affixed certain conditions to 
our obtaining it. 

The Christian life, I humbly think, is not @ 
point, but a progress. It is very similar in the race of 
Christianity as in the race of human glory. Juiius 
Cesar and St. Paul describe their respective war- 
fares in nearly the same terms. ‘We should count 
nothing déne while any thing remains undone,+ 
says the warrior. ‘ Not counting myself to have 
attained—forgetting the things which are bebind, 
and pressing forwaid to those which are before, 
says the apostle. And it is worthy of remark, that 
they both made the disqualifying observation afier 
attainments almost incredible. The mecessity of 
pursuit is the same in both cases, though the objects 
pursued differ as widely as the vanities of time and 
the riches of eternity. 

I am not conscious of any thing disrespectful ic 
the foregoing observations; but should you, Sir 
discover any such, you are at perfect liberty to use 
the pruning-konife ; curtail as much as you please. 
only retain the sense, if there be any, and you will 
always please 


Your humble Servant, 
GI 


ON 
Note. The declarations offered by Gideon for our 
serious consideration, shall be seasonably noticed. 


* Hannah More. 


+ Nil actum reputans dum quod superesset agendum 
Lwcan 
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What this consent or co-operativn is, is plainly, 
Controversial. BA tere? &- 
clean; put away the evil of your doings, cease to 
do evil, earn t do weli.” That man has the ability, 
derived from God,to do this, is plain from the very 
circumstance that he is commanded to do it. For) 





For the Gospel Herald. 


declared in the Scriptures; * Wash ye, make you | 
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must give up his free agency! ‘This we can abun- 
dautly prove. Jer. xiii, 28. ‘Can the Ethiopian 
change his skin, or the leopard his spots? then may 
ye also do good, that are accustomed to do evil.’ 
Jolin vi. 44.* No man can come to me, except the 
Facher which hath sent me draw him.’ These 


That the Universalists’ scheme of salvation is |it would be idle to suppose, that he would be com- | prove the inability of man. Here is the pegative. 


* consonant with the goodness and mercy of Ged, and | manded to do, what he had not power to do. [tis 
yet ulterly inconsistent with the character of man,’ | plain alse from experience, man, if he pleases, can 
is a position which I am not disposed to yield ; not- | think good thoughts; he can refrain from doing 
withstarding it is supposed to be a concession of /evil; and by this means he can learn to doywell. 
premisses, which leads to the unavoidable conclu-|This is what he has to do. When man does his 
sion of the doetrine of Unconditional salvation part, God will not fail todo his. This is thé cou- 

It is no doubt difficult for an Universalist to see | dition. And thus he works out his own salvation, 





how it is, that God wills and desires the salvation | and yet acknowledges that it is God that worketh | 


of all men, and yet that he can save none without | in him, both to will and to do. 

their own consent and co-operation. This results, Where then is the merit which is said to be 
not from ang difficulty in the thing itself, but from | elaimed by the creature on this ground? Can he 
that particular view of the subject which leads an/ claim merit for doing that, which he continually 
Universalist to look at one side only of the picture, | derives the power to do from God. If it was on 
without sufficiently regarding the other. That) the score of merit that man was saved, by doing 
view is, if I understand it, that as God wills and | the will of his heavenly Father, | certainly would 
desires tue salvation of all, and as he is Omnipotent, | not contend for conditions. ‘This is not the case. 


and will certainly effect his purpose, so he will of 
consequence save the whule human race. Now 
this I say, is viewing only one side of the picture. 
For it God is Omnwotent, man, on the other hand, | 
isa voluntary agent; and Omnipotence itself cannot 





AllT contend for, is, that what man does, is for the 
purpose of inducing on himself @ state wherein the 
Divine can operate in comrmounicating to his soul, 
the blessings of eternal and everlasting life. 

It is admitted thai God desires to do this to all. 


change the nature of a voluntary agent, against his But it is contended. and we trust has been shown, 
consent, without violating the freedom of his ac-' that he cannot du this to any, except to those, 
tiuns. Unless then it can be shown, that manis who by previous acts of preparation on their part, 
not a voluntary agent, and has noi the power of have put themselves in a state of recipiency, by con- 
choosing and refusing, we have no reason to believe, | curring with the Divine operation. 

that God exerts his Omnipotence to change men, | J.C. 


from evil to good, against their consent. If he does, | P. S. As Uni list — , 
} x | ». : fersaus agre . g 
why not change them here as well as hereafter. .. ee ee en ee ee 


Now for the aflirmative—Heb. viii. 10, 11,12. ‘I 
will put imy laws into their mind, and write them 
in their hearts; and I will be to them a God, and 
they shall be to mea people. And they shall not 
teach every man his neighbour, and every man his 


| brother, saying, } now the Lord; for all shall know 


me, from thé feast to the greatest. (Quere. 
Will not missionaries then be useless?) For 
I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their 


‘sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.’ 


We think these passages conclusive. And we like- 
wise think, that this,from the Hebrews,is not always 


understood; and, although it would be a very good 


reason that might be assigned why a man should 


| not teach his neighbour, that very few men know 
| themselves, still,we think the apostle in histquotation 


from the prophet, assigns a better; namely, that 
* God will put (not man) his laws in their mind, and 
write them in their hearts, and he wiil be to them a 
God, and they shall be to him a people /” Here is no 
condition, or limitation. 

J. C. in his third paragraph, defines the word 
agent to mean ‘ one who acts freely from his own 
volitions ; and afterwards says, ‘ Not that he is 
independent of God. God continually gives him 
the power, both to will and to do. But he wills and 
does as of himself, by the power which he derives 











from God!!! And this reader, is free-agency! Where 
|does the man get his will and the power to use it? 


By agent, 1 mean a being, not who acts for ano- | themselves, on many points of doctrine, aside from 
ther, but for himself. By a voluntary agent,one 
who acts freely trom his own volitions. The term | 
agentis from a Latin word.(agree, to act,) and does | 
not mean a sbustitute, but one who acts (of him- 
seli.) Man acts from volition, that is, from the 
priociple of his will. An evil man acts from a de- 
praved and evil will; a good man from good de- 
sires and affections. The one is ina state of stn, | 
ora sinner; the other in a state of regeneration, or 
in a state of good. Let it be understood that! 
speak of men, in their unregenerate and in their | 
regenerate state. It is the purpose of God to 
change them from this state, to a state of regenera- 
tion. Butif this change was effected by the mere 
exertion of the Divine Omnipotence, it is plain, 
that man’s freedom, that is, the power of willing | 
and acting treely, would be forced, and of course | 
destroyed. ‘This would destroy the very nature of 
man, ‘or that nature is, the power of willing and of 
acting of himself. Not that he is independent of | 
God. God continually gives him the power both 
to will and to do. Buthe wills and does as of him- 
self, by the power which he derives from God. | 

{tis true, the change spoken of above, is from 
God, but then in the production of this change, | 
Ciod has continually regard to man's rationality and | 
freedom. T'o effect this change without impairing 
these, isthe purpose of God in regeneration, and 
when this cannot be done, the man cannot be re- 
generated. 

The progress of regeneration is twofold. A 
change wrought, first in the understanding, and | 
secondly in the will, We know that man by nature 
(as the phrase is) is, with regard to spiritual things, 
in darkness and in error. To bring him cat of) 
darkness and error, is to bring him into the light of | 
truth; and this is a change wrought in the under- 
standing. We know also that man, by nature, is! 
in love of evil, his propensities and desires all. 
tend towards evil, or they tend towards the in- 
dulgence of his passions. To bring him out of 
this state, is to bring him into the love of good, and 
into a state, in which he has dominion over his 
natural lusts and inclinations; and this is the change 
wrought in the will. Now, all experience shows 
(and this is better than ten thousand arguments) 
that men cannot be compelled to understand truth, 
or be forced to love good. Of course they cannot 


be changed, as to their understandings and wills, 


‘and Omnipotence, itself, cannot change the nature | most unreasovab 


| storm to overwhelm the ship and J.C. in the ocean, plying this term 
|‘ against his consent? would it follow, that God | the term! And we cannot refrain from asking our 
| was not Omnipotent? or that J.C. was not a volun-| friends who are so fond of tree-ageney, and who 
, tary agent? or, would it effect a change in J. O's jcontend so stoutly that God cannot change man 
nature ? Would not such an event violate the free-| without his consent, How it happened that God 


J.C. says ‘from God ;’ for he is not independent 
“er tie an- | of God; but still, he is a free-agent ! Now suppose 
nut undertake for the opinions of individuals. trend oe remember, ee the apostle weullie of 
REMARKS. all men, says, they ‘ were made subject to vanity,’ 
: : ‘ . ’ : | &e.;—A man is in prison; his keeper gives him 
We think J. ©. has made a mistake in his first | food, and gives him the will to eat it—but the man 
paragraph, for we cannot see any obstacle in the is free, and his keeper would destroy his freedom, 
way to ‘ yielding a position,’ after ‘confessing its) were he to employ his power to influence the man, 
truth _ | &e5 consequently, it is not of his power that he 
J. ©. in his second paragraph, expresses an opi- | gives the food and the will to eat that food! We 
nion that ‘ Universalists only look at one side of | think J. C.’s premises are contradictory; for to 
the picture, Xc.; at all events we will now look at suppose an Omnipotent Being to purpose and in 
the other side. Here it is—* For uf God is Omnipo- | tend a thing, and a finite impotent being to oppos- 
tent, man, on the other hand, is a voluntary agent; | that purpose effectually, is of all suppositions the 


i le. It is not in man who walketh 
of a voluntary agent, against his consent, without | to direct his steps.” And if all men are dependent 
violating the freedom of his actions, &e. Quere.| on God, for every thing which can be considered 
How does it follow, that God cannot be Omnipo- | good, their agency, call it free, or what you will 
tent, without man is a voluntary agent? Does the | can never subvert, or alter, the design or purposes 
Almighty power of God depend on the power of | of the Almighty. ~ [tis absurd to say that God is 


man? Suppose J. C. was to say, that could not) gi mighty, and then pretend there is might besides 


the principal one of Universal restoration, J. C. ¢ 


have all the money in New-York, except B, C, and his might, and which will efleetually prevent his 


D, to the last letter in the alphabet, each had a part, designs from being accomplished. Of the use J. C 
who would believe him? And where would be the | makes of the word rege aapatien. we remark that 
difference in the two positions ? Suppose J.C. were} man has no agent yy in the sense J.C, implies in 
voluntarily to leave New-York in a ship for Lon- | this regeneration ; and we think our correspondents 
don, and God by his Omnipotent power caused a | are bound, either to refrain from thus using or ap- 
, or to controvert our definition of 


dom of J. C's actions? and instead of Igaving J. | created man without his (the man’s) consent? Did 
©. free to go to London, send him against his will) God bring man into being of his own accord, and 
to the bottom of the ocean? Would it change his! after man receives his be ing, Will God consult with 
nature from that of a voluntary agent, to an invo-| man. and leave it with man to decide, whether his 
luntaryeman, and prove that he could not, if he} (the Maker's) intention should be accomplished ? 
would choose to go to London, go there ; and that | The Scriptures declare of men, that they are ‘all 
he must go into the ocean, refuse or not? We think | cone out of the way, there is none that understand- 
the ‘voluntary agent’ in this case, would stand a! eih, no, not one” Willa Be ing Infinite in Wisdom, 
poor chance! And that all that could be said about | submit to have his purposes frastrated by Jools, who 
the ‘ freedom of his actions,’ would be summed up! have no understanding ? And is it not preposterous 
in the declaration, that he was deprived of the pow-) to the last extreme, to imagine an Almighty, All- 





and of course cannot be regenerated, without their 
consent or co-operation. 


erto act atall! . 

J. C. continues—‘ Unless then it can be shown, 
that man is not a voluntary agent, and has not the 
power of choosing and refusing, we have no reason 
to believe that God exerts his Omnipotence to 
change men from evil to good against their con- 
sent.’ Now, if we can prove that God ever exerts 
his Omnipotence to change men,and make them 


wise Being, consulting the inclinationsor free-choice 
of a being, who is ‘ blind,’ and destitute of under- 
standing ; and who invariably chooses death rather 
than life? Now J. C.’s position, that all men are 
evil until regenerated, and act from depraved wills, 
involves the absurdity, that, if man has a part in, 
actually consents to his regeneration, before he is 
regenerated, he acts from an evil will, and his choice 





better, J. C. to be consistent with his own premises, 


is the effect of his depravity’ We are speaking of 


meee 
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J. C.’s regeneration ; the Scripture regeneration is 
different altogether! Our readers will please to no- 
tice, that J. C. defines a free-agent to be one who 
‘acts freely from his own volitions.’ Now, if this 
definition is correct, no man is a free-agent who is 
under any obligation to act according tu the voli- 
tions or will of another! And we have vo hesitation 
in saying, that this can never be controverted ! 

Of J. C.’s fourth paragraph, we remark, that it 
is declaration without proof ; and the positions there 
assumed, can never be supported by the Serplures. 
The reader is requested to examine it caretully.— 
What does J. C. mean by * man’s rationality? Is it 
his want of understanding, and his disposition to do 
wrong? J.C. has settled the question, that * man 
by nature (in what he calls an unregenerate state) 
is in the love of evil, his propensities and desires all 
tend towards evil.’ 
propensities, and love of evil,’ &c., the ‘ rationality’ 


that God has a ‘ continual regard to?’ If not, what! 
is it? And what else can there be, when * his pro-| 


pensities and desires all tend towards evil?’ Is God 
sv fond of these * evil propensities and desires,’ that 
he invariably avoids every thing in his conduct to- 
wards man, which would ‘ impair’ them ? 
(To be concluded in our next.) 
—p— 


For the Gospel Herald. 


To J, C.—Jeremiah xxxi. 15. is in the letter as 
follows: “ Thus saith the Lord— A voice was 
heard in Ramah,—lamentation—bitter weeping ;— 
Rachel weeping for her children, refused to be 
comforted for her children, because they were not.’ 
16th verse. Thus saith the Lord— Refrain thy 
voice from weeping and thy eyes from tears: for 
thy work shall be rowenta, saith the Lord: and 
they shall come again from the land of the enemy. 
verse 17. And there is hope in the end, saith the 
Lord, that thy children shall come again to their 
own border.” 

The letter of this prophecy of Jerem. evidently 
respects the captivity of the Jews at Babylon. 
Rachel weeps, during this 70 years of desolation 
for her captive children, because they were not in 
Ramah. The Lord comforts Rachel, and tells her, 
that ‘ they shall come again from the land of the 
enemy—to their own border.’ 

By Matthew chap. ii. we are told that this has 
another fulfilment; or that these things were spoken 
of the slaughter of all the children of Bethlehem 
by the barbarous Herod. If Matthew is correct in 
this explanation, as we suppose he is, what are we 
to understand by the children coming again, from 
the land of the enemy—to their own border ? 

I doubt not but this can be explained spiritually 
as well as literally—and it would be a satisfaction 
to several inquirers after the true understanding of 
these texts, which are not rightly comprehended 
unless they are spiritually understood. For the 
Scriptures are to be interpreted spiritually: and the 
words that Christ and God spoke, and still speak, 
are spirit and life; and should be spiritually aud 
livingly apprehended, 

PHILO-LOGOS. 


Note by the Editor. The declaration of Philo- 
Logos is recommended to the attention of all. 
*The words that Christ and God spoke, and still 
speaks, are spirit and /ife ; and should be spiritually 
and livingly apprehended !’ Consequently, whoever 
speaks of endless death and misery is not of God! 
Neither are they ‘ livingly’ apprehended, when 
they are construed to mean endless destruction 
and death to the souls of men! 


_—_ 


PREMIUM OFFERED 


The premium of ‘ well done,’ &c., will be given 
to any Calvinist, who will tell what chapter and 
verse contains the declaration that Christ did not 
die for the non-elect; or that he died for the elect ; 
or that he died for a part of mankind; or that he 
did not die for the whole world!!! And the same 

remium will be given to any Arminian, who will 
tell what chapter and verse contains the declaration, 
that any for whom Christ died, will be endlessly 
mise ; or that the salvation of the soul ina Su- 


Are these ‘evil desires and | 


THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


| ture state depends in part, or in the whale, on the 
| works of the creature!!! 

' And this premium willbe awarded to any Cal- 
| vinist, who will give an exposition of Romans viii. 
| 20—23; xi. 7—12, without contradicting himself 
twenty times!!! And the same to any Arminian, 
| who will give an exposition of Romans iii. 19—24. 
jand Ephes. ii, 4—9, without contradicting himself 
ten times!!! 

—~<—— 


HARMONY OF TRUTH. 


Isaiah xxxix. 6—8. ‘The voice said, Cry. And 
| he said, What shall L ery? All flesh is grass, and all 
the guodliness thereof as the flower of the field. 
The grass withereth, the flower fadeth; because the 
Spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it: Surely the 
people is grass. The grass withereth, the flower 
fadeth; but the word of our God shall stand for 
ever.’ What is ‘ the word of our God?’ (See 9th, 
10th and 11th verses) Ephes. i. 18,‘ The word of 
truth—the gospel of your salvation.’ Romans x. 9. 
‘If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.’ 
Phil. ii. 10, 11. ‘That at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth; and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.’ Isaiah xlv. 23, 24. 
‘| have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of 
my mouth, righteousness, and shall not return, 
That unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue 
shall swear, surely shall say, In the Lorp have I 
righteousness and strength; to him shall come : and 
all that are incensed against him shall be ashamed.’ 
See Iv. 8—13. Romans iii. 20—24. 1 John v. 9—11. 
Rey. v. 13. 


—_—_ 


‘ Watchman, What of the Night? 


Jer. vy. 30, 31. ‘A wonderful and horrible thing is 
committed in the land; the prophets prophecy 
| falsely,and the priests bear rule by their means; aud 
liny people love to have it so.’ This is perfectly 
applicable in these times. Are there not false 
|prophets now? And cannot they be identiiied ¢ 
| Here is the touchstone; apply it! Acts iii. 20, 21. 
* And he shall send Jesus Christ, who before was 
preached unto you ; whom the heaven must receive 
until the times of restitution of all things, which 
God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy pro- 
phets since the world began.’ In the words of 
John, * Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the 
spirits whether they are of God; because many 
false prophets are gone out into the world.’ How 
many of the popular‘ spirits’ of out time, whose 
eyes are single to the ‘loaves and fishes,’ would 
stand this test? Who, and where are they, who 
speak of the ‘times of restitution of all things?’ 
W ho, and where are they, who speak against, and 
deny the ‘ times of restitution of all things?’ Let 
these questions be answered without any mental 
reservation, or equivocation whatever! Let the 
| prophets of Baal call upon their god, (produce their 
evidences from Calvin, Hopkins, &c.) and the pro- 
phets who ‘testify of the restitution of all things,’ 
call upoo their God, and from his revelation in the 
Scriptures they can confound their opposers ; ‘ five 
would chase an hundred, and an hundred would put 
ten thousand to fight! 





—— 
From the London Universalist’s Miscellany. 
RULE FOR UNDERSTANDING THE WORD, ALL, IN 
SCRIPTURE. 


Tt is well known that the word all, as it occurs in 
the Scriptures,admits of various acceptations. Some- 
times it means literally and mathematically, the 
whole, without any exception; at other times onl 
a part, and sometimes only a small part. These dil- 
ferent uses of it have contributed much to support 
the controversy, which has long existed coneerning 
the extent of the death of Christ, and Christians oo 
both sides, have argued with apparent force, alter- 
nately insisting on the restricted or unlimited sense of 
the word. Could a certain rule be found in the 





| such threat in Scripture. 


Scriptures themselves, to determine always how we 
are to understand it, much dispute would be avoid. 
ed, and the controversy relative to the extent of the 
death of Christ would be settled ; and by the same 
rule,the doctrine of the Restoration might be proved 
to be true or false. It is reasonable to suppose tha: 
the Scriptures do afford sufficient ground for such a 
rule: for it is contended that the Bible is a plain 
book, and easy tu be understood, in all its doctrines 
and precepts, by every honest and diligent reader of 
it. Let the following rule therefore be kept in view, 
viz. That whenever we meet with the word ail, ip 
connexion with any point of doctrine, it always 
means literally and inathematically the whole, inelud- 
ing all its parts; but where it is used historically, jt 
frequently admits of hyperbole. This use of the word 
is consistent with common sense and common usage 

If any man can find a single exception to this rule ip 
the whole Bible, he is invited to make it known. 
To illustrate this rule,consider Heb. ii. 8. For in that 
he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing 
that is not put under him. And also 1 Cor. xy 

27. Forhe hath put all things under his fect. But 
when he saith all things are under him, it ismani 

Sest that he, only, is excepted which did put all thing: 
underhim. In these passages the Apostle gives in- 
stances of the word being taken in its fullest lati 

tude,when connected with doctrines. When we meet 
with itin relation to the death of Christ for men,the 
same extensive sense of the word is necessarily un 

dersiood,as Isa. liii. 6. The Lord hath lad on him the 
iniquity of us all. The prophet had been saying 
All we like sheep have gone astray: we have turned 
every one to hisown way. Itis evident that he here 
describes the whole human race; for we have all sin- 
ned and come short of the glory of God ; so that he 
asserts, that all who have gone astray, have had 
their iniquities laid upon Christ. This can never be 
disproved, unless it can be showed that some men 
have not sinned ; which would be an express con 

tradiction both to Seripture and experience. 

In historical passages it is different, as in Matt. ii: 
5,6. Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judea, 
and all the region round about Jordan, and were bap- 
lized of kim in Jordan. Here we must understand 
only a part of Jerusalem, &c. For we are elsewher: 
told, that the Scribes and Pharisees rejected John’ 
baptism. 

But we are nowhere told of any for whom Christ 
did not die; nor any whefe told of any who are not 
given to him, &c. it is presumed, therefore, that th: 
above rule is strictly true, and if keptin view, in 
reading the Scriptures, will be of great service to 
serious inquirers after truth. 

—— 
A puzzling Question to a Universalist. 


I was conversing about two years ago, with Dr 
R . Our subject was the Universal Restora- 
tion; I maintained the affirmative, the good Doctor 
the negative. At last, * Brother Vidler,’ says the 
Doctor, ‘ let me ask you a simple question.’ ‘ Yes, 
Brother R if you please, quoth I. ‘Task 
then,’ continued he, ‘that though you think God 
is so merciful, that he never will damn any sinner, 
endlessly; yet, when you view yourself as a sinner, 
don’t you think,that you deserve endless damnation?’ 
I answered, ‘ When you, Doctor,can prove,that God 
has threatened sinners with endless damnation; | wil! 
then own that I deserve endless damnation. Because, 
it isa maxim with me, that God is as just in his 
threatening, as in the execution of them.’ The Doc 
tor did not attempt to prove that there was an) 
thid. 

—>— 
* Strictures on the Doctrine of Universal Salva- 
tion,’ &c. 

«*, A work bearing the above title, in which it's 
attempted to ‘ prove the doctrine to be incompatible 
with the promises, threatenings, invitations, avd 
most solemn asseverations of the moral Governor o! 
the Universe,’was yesterday ushered before the public, 
fresh from the press, by the Rev. S. Crowell :—And 
an answer to it will be printed on Wednesday 
next. They will be sold by the Carrier of the G.H. 

*,* Timotheus is received—but his phraseology is 
objectionable. His name, or his assistance in altering 





bis cemrounication. is indispensable. 








